CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

PI.png 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1400991.006 

Medium: 

Computer Image File 

Publisher: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

Not stated 

Language: 

Not applicable 

Applicant: 

The High Court of Auckland 

Classification: 

Unrestricted. 


Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


None 

None 

10 February 2015 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

No notice of decision has been issued 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is a low-resolution photograph of a naked man who has defecated on the floor. 
His nudity is not sexualised, nor is any sexual activity depicted. Therefore the publication does 
not enter the "subject matter gateway" under s3 (1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). While some may consider the image to have degrading or 
demeaning qualities under s3B of the FVPC Act, these are mitigated by the feet that the subject is 
unidentifiable and that the image appears to be a self-staged record of the subject’s own bodily 
function. It is likely to offend rather than disturb or shock. However, it is not illegal to cause 
offence. The image is not considered likely to be injurious to the public good, and is classified as 
unrestricted. 

This classification places no limit on the right to freedom of expression as per the New Zealand 
Bill of Rights Act. To place a restriction on the image would not be demonstrably justifiable. 






